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Planning Board Minutes 

 January 22, 2019 

 
Present: Chairman Pitney, Vice-Chair Fletcher, Member Raftery, Member Rasmussen, Member 

Edmonds, Member Hirshfield and Jennifer Carmichael Secretary; absent - Member Slosek 

 

Chairman Pitney opened the meeting and asked for a motion to approve the January 8th minutes. 

Member Fletcher had additions and moved that the following changes to the January 8, 2019 

minutes be made: regarding the special permit request for a >500’ driveway along Lily Brook 

and a request for approval of the stormwater runoff plan: 1) Kate Fletcher asked if there had been 

a Form A combining the two parcels shown on the map.  The answer was “Yes”.  2) Kate 

Fletcher asked if it would be possible to site the house such that there would be less of an 

environmental impact with the driveway. The answer was “No, the house would then be too 

small.”  3) Kate Fletcher expressed her concern with the environmental impact of the driveway 

to Lily Pond and the lake given the current problems and said she believed the bylaw wording 

indicated exceptions are to be for conservation, scenic landscape and agricultural reasons for the 

benefit of the Town, not the applicant.  4) Barney Edmonds asked for more time as did Kate 

Fletcher. In response to asking for more time to reflect on the request and seek other input from 

experts, the lawyer for the applicant, Kate McCormick said that Kate Fletcher was not allowed to 

talk to anyone. 5) Christine Rasmussen asked the engineer if her firm had experience with this 

type of request (stormwater). The answer was that they had a lot of experience with big projects. 

  

Member Fletcher motioned to add these changes to the January 8th minutes and Member 

Edmonds seconded the motion to amended minutes, the vote was: Chairman Pitney – Yes, Vice-

Chair Fletcher – Yes, Member Rasmussen – Yes, Member Raftery – Yes, Member Edmonds – 

Yes, Member Hirshfield – Abstain, the motion carried.   

Member Raftery motioned to accept the amended minutes with Member Fletcher’s motion to 

include the changes and Member Edmonds seconded. The vote was: Chairman Pitney – Yes, 

Vice-Chair Fletcher – Yes, Member Rasmussen – Yes, Member Raftery – Yes, Member 

Edmonds – Yes, Member Hirshfield – Abstain, the motion carried 5 – Yes 1 - Abstain. 

 

The continuation of the special permit for 12 Mahkeenac Shores Road was presented by Mike 

Kulig from Berkshire Engineering to stabilize the embankment along the Stockbridge Bowl. 

Owners Mark and Linda Silver were present. Mike had changed the original proposal and had 

new copies of the plan. The wall was moved a few feet back from the lake, 150 sq. ft. will have 

17 new plantings, to be compatible with the existing soil, sun. and wind conditions, and will go 

down to the high-water mark above the bank. Wall will be 3 feet high made of Goshen stone and 

will be dry laid.  Crushed stone patio will be replaced by dry laid native flat stone and in between 

the stone will still be pervious. Chairman Pitney asked for a motion to close the hearing. Vice-

Chair Fletcher motioned to close the public hearing and Marie seconded; the vote was: Chairman 

Pitney – Yes, Vice-Chair Fletcher – Yes, Member Rasmussen – Yes, Member Raftery – Yes, 

Member Edmonds – Yes, Member Hirshfield – Yes, the motion carried. Vice-Chair Fletcher 

moved to approve the request presented and it is important to continue to work with the 

Conservation Commission and Member Edmonds seconded.  Chairman Pitney asked for the 

findings to be entered and read from Section 6.5.6 and felt that the presentation of the project 
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complied with the applicable sections. This being an amendment to the motion made above and 

was seconded by Member Edmonds; the vote was: Chairman Pitney – Yes, Vice-Chair Fletcher 

– Yes, Member Rasmussen – Yes, Member Raftery – Yes, Member Edmonds – Yes, Member 

Hirshfield – Yes, with no opposition the motion carried.  

 

Chairman Pitney welcomed Stuart Hirshfield as a new member to the board. 

 

There was a short discussion about illicit discharge, the bylaw says the Planning Board will 

enforce this violation. Chairman Pitney has sent an email to Town Council. Consensus was that 

Ned is our enforcement officer.  

 

Zoning review: Select Board put out their RFP, got two responses meaning it does not meet the 

threshold for Mass Procurement Law; if it is over $10,000 you need three bids. This process was 

never required because we are hiring a consultant.  Zoning review is strongly encouraging the 

Select Board and they agree to go ahead and look into planners including those that applied, and 

find somebody who is the right fit. Member Rasmussen suggested finding a planner familiar with 

Massachusetts as the state has several different approaches to ordinances and bylaws than other 

states. 

 

Short Term rentals: The Select Board asked for the zoning review committee to discuss this and 

work on a bylaw for short term rentals. Member Fletcher asked for input from the planning board 

as to whether this should be instead a new committee and what thoughts they had regarding short 

term rentals. Member Pitney felt zoning review in starting the bylaw should get the revenue 

piece of it on the books have an explicit intent of delving into the revenue portion and then hand 

it over to a committee to look at other specifics. 

 

Chairman Pitney asked for a motioned to adjourn and Member Fletcher moved to adjourn and 

Member Raftery seconded, the vote was Chairman Pitney – Yes, Vice-Chair Fletcher – Yes, 

Member Rasmussen – Yes, Member Raftery – Yes, Member Edmonds – Yes, Member 

Hirshfield – Yes, with no opposition the motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Jennifer Carmichael, Secretary  


