
  DRAFT  

 

STOCKBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

TUESDAY, 11 December 2018 
Town Offices Meeting Room, 7:00pm, Stockbridge, MA 

 

Present:  Ron Brouker [presiding], Jay Rhind, Joe DeGiorgis, John Hart, Patrick White, Tom LaBelle, 

Sally Underwood-Miller. 

 

Also present:  Rebekah Lacey, Town Counsel. Richard Seltzer, Attorney Elizabeth Goodman, Clarence 

Fanto, Charles Kenny, Barbara Kenny, Laura Dubester, Kate Fletcher, Steffi Fletcher, Denny Alsop, 

Terry Flynn, Gary Miller, Gary Pitney, Matt Salem, Hank Schwerner, Don Chabon, Marie Raftery, 

Christine Rasmussen, Dominic Meringolo, Louise Gachet, William Loutrel, Joe Onorato, Marc Cohen, 

Howard Zern, Hilary Freedman, Josh Alspector, Helen Alspector, Shelby Marshall, Judith Wilkinson, 

Lionel Delevigne, Rebecca Lord, Denny Alsop, Carol Owens, Kevin Foran, Anita Schwerner, Anne 

Rabinowitz, Laura Beasley, Joan Cohen, Nick Rumin, Mary Langerow, Bill Geftes, Daniel Miroglia, 

William Martin, Michael Nathan, Beth Laster-Nathan, Mark Koster, Catherine Plakun, Don Schneyer, 

Peter Socha, Nancy Socha, Elisabeth Wheeler, Carl Sprague. 

 

Mr. Brouker opened the meeting at approximately 7:00 PM. 

 

Tom LaBelle made a motion to approve minutes from Tuesday, 27 November 2018 and Tuesday, 

December 4, 2018.  Jay Rhind seconded.  John Hart recused himself.  6-0-1 motion passed. 
 

Notice of Intent – Historic New England (Merwin House), 14 Main Street, Map 106, Lot 67.  Tree and 

shrub removal.  Awaiting DEP File Number.  Continued to next meeting.  

 

Request for Certificate of Compliance – Daniel and Carole Burack, 27 Mahkeenac Terrace, Map 205, 

Lot 43.  DEP #296-0442.  Continued to next meeting. 

 

Request for Certificate of Compliance – Bernard Haan, 16 Beachwood Drive, Map 104, Lot 102.  DEP 

#296-0457.  Continued to next meeting.  

 

Notice of Intent – Apple Tree Nominee Trust, 19/21 Wheatley Drive, Map 204, Lots 10, 11, and 12.  

Construct driveway to proposed single-family home over Lily Brook.  Sarah Gapinksi of SK Design and 

Attorney Kate McCormick presented additional information and revised plans regarding the Notice of 

Intent. The proposal is to construct a driveway to proposed single family home over Lily Brook. They 

have filed with the Planning Board for review under the Stormwater Bylaw.  The redesign includes 

swales on both sides of the driveway, along with an elevated slant away from Lily Brook.  There will be 

underground infiltration from the rooftop.  An operation and maintenance plan is now included.  The 

driveway is proposed to be of crushed stone rather than the original gravel.  Ms. Gapinski discussed the 

project’s compliance with the MassDEP Wetlands Regulations standards for redevelopment of Riverfront 

Area and responded to questions and comments from the Commission.  Ms. Underwood-Miller noted that 

the Commission had received a copy of a peer review report prepared on behalf of abutters by Foresight 

Land Services, Inc.  Abutter Daniel Saul of 17 Wheatley Drive made comments.  Mr. Brouker requested 

that Town Counsel provide clarification as to whether requirements for restoration and mitigation apply to 

the project; Ms. Lacey promised to do so.  Tom LaBelle made a motion to continue the hearing until 

January 22 pending the decision on the special permit by the Planning Board.  John Hart seconded.  

Unanimous. 

 

Notice of Intent – Marc Silver, 12 Mahkeenac Shores Road, Map 102, Lot 29.  Bank 

stabilization/plantings; repair existing steps.  Continued to next meeting.  
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Notice of Intent – Stockbridge Bowl Association, Lake Mahkeenac (Stockbridge Bowl). Herbicide 

application – ecological restoration.  Attorney Elizabeth Goodman, representing the Stockbridge Bowl 

Association, introduced Dominic Meringolo of SOLitude and Richard Seltzer, President of the 

Stockbridge Bowl Association.  Mr. Meringolo presented the Notice of Intent on behalf of the 

Stockbridge Bowl Association.  The proposal is for vegetation management – eradication of the invasive 

species Eurasian milfoil.   

 

Attorney Goodman noted that the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program had sent a letter 

dated December 7, 2018, reviewing the project and approving only a one-year fluridone treatment, not the 

remainder of the project proposed in the NOI.  She stated that the SBA was only seeking approval for 

what NHESP had approved.  Mr. Meringolo stated that the proposed treatment would use fluridone 

(Sonar®), at a target maximum concentration of 10-12 parts per billion and an anticipated average 

concentration of 5 parts per billion.  Tom LaBelle noted that, to date, there are no studies on immune 

systems or toxicity to amphibians.  Charles Kenny, Board of Health, expressed his concern that there is 

evidence that the chemical treatment of a lake can lead to additional outbreaks of cyanobacteria, which is 

potentially toxic to humans and wildlife.  Hank Schwerner of the Board of Health asked if the oxygen 

demand would lead to more weed growth.  Terry Flynn questioned the process, stating that this is “our” 

lake, and, yet, the town is not involved in this filing.  He questioned the right of individual homeowners to 

usurp the will of the town without its consent.  Gary Miller testified that during the years when the 

harvester was working consistently, the weed growth was completely under control.  Shelby Marshall, 

President of the Laurel Hill Association, read a letter into the record stating they have concerns and that 

more study is needed.  Laura Dubester lamented the division this has created in town, and stated that there 

needs to be a consensus before any action is taken.  Her concern is the effects on people, pets and 

wildlife, and what risks there are for a return of the cyanobacteria outbreak.  Howard Zern of the 

Beachwood Lenstock Association stated that he and other members support the plan as proposed.  Steffi 

Fletcher reiterated the observation that the harvester was effective, and that there are too many unknowns 

regarding the use of chemicals.  Daniel Morelli of Pittsfield reported that their experience on Onota Lake 

has been both good and bad.  He cited a definite negative fisheries impact, as well as regrowth of equally 

undesirable plants.  Michael Nathan reported his experiences with the harvester which, to date, has been 

down for maintenance approximately 40% of the time, and the difficulties in staffing.  There has also 

been some significant animosity over billing and jurisdiction between the SBA and the town.  Ron 

Brouker stated that the communal goals are the same, and that there should be a way to find a pathway 

going forward that will satisfy those goals.  Ms. Underwood-Miller stated that she had been in touch with 

experts in an effort to find a consultant to advise the Commission.  Dr. Charles Kenny added that he had 

identified an expert, Dr. Robert Kortmann, who could advise the Commission regarding the cyanobacteria 

issue. Ms. Underwood-Miller stated that the Commission needs time to obtain expert advice.  With the 

assistance of Town Counsel, Rebekah Lacey, Mr. Seltzer (on behalf of the SBA) agreed to continue the 

hearing to January 8.  Ms. Underwood-Miller moved to continue the hearing to the Commission’s January 

8 meeting. Mr. Rhind seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   

 

Denny Alsop joined in a follow-up conversation regarding the development of a Lake Mahkeenac 

watershed overlay district that could assess the various impacts to the lake such as Tanglewood, Highlawn 

Farm, road salt, increased use and building, other invasives, etc.  

 

John Hart made a motion to adjourn the hearing at 10:10pm.  Jay Rhind seconded.  Unanimous. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Sally Underwood-Miller, Secretary/Member  

 

 

 


