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Town of Stockbridge Cyanobacteria Prevention Working Committee Minutes 

5.15.19 
 
In Attendance: Sally Underwood-Miller, Anita Schwerner, Patrick White, Charles Kenny 

From the public:. Christopher Mayne and Dr. Robert Kortmann representing Geo Environmental, Inc., and 

Eco-System Consulting Service, Inc. The meeting came to order at 6:30 PM and adjourned at 8:30 PM. Next 

meeting: June 5, 2019. Minutes submitted by: C. Kenny   

 

Agenda Item #1: Minutes: The minutes from May 15, 2019 were read and accepted.   

 

Agenda item #2: Dr. Coote - follow up proposal: Dr.Coote’s proposal was not discussed because he had 

been delayed in putting forth the revised proposal because of end of semester responsibilities.  It was 

anticipated that that would be received soon.   

  

Agenda Item #3: GZA proposal: Dr. Kortmann provided a handout and spoke at length during the 

meeting.  Dr. Kortmann raised questions about whether or not the nature of the lake had changed since the 

intensive studies in the 1980s, observing that no significant studies regarding cyanobacteria had been done in 

the last 20 years.  He was concerned about the general health of the lake and thought that testing needed to be 

done to ascertain that it had not significantly changed.  Dr. Kortmann was interested in baseline information 

from the GZA surveys of 2017 and 2018 as predicates for future monitoring.  He thought that the primary 

planktonic productivity might have changed from Metalimnetic to Epilimnetic cyanobacteria, specifically 

from Oscillatoria to Anabaena.  He thought the latter was far more dangerous for the lake than the former.  

He considered Oscillatoria potentially competitive with Anabaena and much more benign for the lake.  He 

noted that Oscillatoria would seldom form blooms, except in the winter time, and tended to exist at much 

deeper levels than Anabaena.  He was concerned about the 50,000 Anabaena count measured by the DPH 

last August.  He discussed many aspects of monitoring and watershed management.  He thought it was 

premature at this point to be specifically concerned about watershed inputs. He advised that monitoring 

should be performed first to decide whether significant watershed inputs were, in fact, affecting the 

predisposition of the lake to cyanobacteria.  He noted that a major share of the watershed input came through 

Lillybrook and that the water coming into the lake from that area entered over an area of heavy sediment. 

This tended to direct the nutrients toward the surface, favoring Anabaena.   He suggested that dredging at 

that input location to form a channel to redirect the Lillybrook inflow to the deeper layers of the lake would 

be beneficial preferentially for the Oscillatoria and zooplankton as opposed to the Anabaena.   

 

Dr. Kortmann was not opposed to using the harvester, but felt that precautions should be made to limit the 

amount of fragmentation produced.  First, he thought that the harvesting areas should be specifically 

determined, such as those that would be the most nuisance to people living around the lake and to boaters.  

Because of the heavy growth in the southern part of the lake, he proposed that a channel should be cut from 

the southern part to the main part of the lake to allow people to boat in the channel into the center part of the 

lake, without traveling over the weeds.  He thought that the remaining portion of the weeds should be left as 

a natural habitat.   

 

Dr. Kortmann also discussed hypolimnetic drainage, such as suggested by Ron, using the existing drain with 

possible extension. Mr. Mayne note that it was a scientifically established method in use already.  Dr. 

Kortmann thought that could be an effective tactic. He said that we would need to monitor that there would 

not be untoward downstream effects.   
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Dr. Kortmann also discussed the importance of strategies already employed in other lakes, including zoning 

changes and management of the home development in the surrounding watershed.  He could provide us with 

more specific information.  

 

Dr. Kortmann and Sally discussed the problem of recurrent blooms, in particular with respect to the akinete 

formation by the Anabaena.  The discussion centered on education, particularly of the people who live 

around the lake, but also of those interested in the lake in general.   Dr. Kortmann also discussed treatment 

alternatives, should a recurrent bloom occur, including peroxide treatment. He thought that the use of copper 

sulfate to treat cyanobacteria blooms would be potentially harmful to the zooplankton that fed upon them and 

ultimately counterproductive.   

 

Charlie was concerned that the committee should endeavor to provide the public, in particular, the Josh 

Billings Executive Committee, with advanced warning of an incipient bloom. He asked Dr. Kortmann and 

Mr. Mayne to propose a plan that would give us the capability to provide a short-term warning.  In addition, 

the committee requested that the GZA put forward a proposal for a complete monitoring program that would 

go forward to the future and possibly be modified according to what was discovered.  Hopefully, this could 

be presented to the Select Board and approved by the Town at a future special Town meeting.   

 

Additional Agenda items: Watershed update/Possible state source of funds /ACEC: Due to the 

late hour, and the complexity of Dr. Kortmann’s presentation, the remaining items were tabled for 

the next meeting. 


