
 

 

    Stockbridge Board of  Health 
           September 26, 2019 
                                 Minutes 
 
Present: Charles Kenny, Henry Schwerner, Cathy Plakun 
              Jim Wilusz [Tri-Town Health Department] 
              Patrick White- Town Resident 
  
Meeting called to order by Chairman Kenny at 10 AM. 
 
1. Minutes- Previous meeting minutes were read by all members and approved.                             
 
2. Correspondence 
a. The Bureau of Environmental Health of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health has 
issued a “Fish and Waterfowl Consumption Advice for the Housatonic River Area in 
Massachusetts”. This advice was distributed to our Board of Health and placed for public 
viewing.  
b. No other significant correspondence was noted. 
 
3. Tri-Town Health Department Update 
a. A housing issue in Pinewoods was described. The resident has medical problems and a 
social worker will access the issue and the residents housing and health problems with an 
action plan to be established in 1-2 weeks. This will be presented to our Board of Health. 
b. An Inter-municipal Agreement needs to be developed and approved by Stockbridge, Lee and 
Lenox for the Tri-Town Health Department. 
c. Tri-Town Health District has issued an advisory prohibiting CBD to be added to any food 
product. This advisory was initially issued and reissued by Massachusetts. 
d. Governor Baker has issued a temporary ban on the sale of all vape products for four months. 
All non-flavored and flavored nicotine vaping products, including mint and menthol and products 
used to vape THC and any other cannabinoid are included in this ban. 
 
4. New Business 
a. Discussion of draft regulations to prevent interventions in the Stockbridge Bowl that may 
cause widespread disruption of photosynthesis-dependent phosphate removal. 
b. The authority for the Stockbridge Board Health to pursue these regulations is from 
Massachusetts General Law Chapter 111, Section 31and Section 122. These draft proposed 
regulations are in response to the cyanobacterial bloom of August 2018 and documented 
presence of large numbers of cyanobacteria in the lake in July 2019. Such cyanobacteria may 
produce toxins that are harmful to humans and animals and to the environment. Stockbridge 
Bowl is a hard water lake and in hard water lakes dissolved phosphate is removed by 
underwater plants during photosynthesis, thereby rendering it unavailable to cyanobacteria. 
c. Proposed Prohibition: No person shall place into the waters of the Stockbridge Bowl any 
substance or material that has a widespread inhibitory or lethal effect on plants in the water of 
the lake without first obtaining authorization from the Stockbridge Board of Health 
d. Draft violations and enforcement were discussed. 
e. Draft regulations will  be reviewed by the Board members for feedback, in preparation for 
adoption of such regulations at our next meeting. 
f. Cathy Plakun may be moving to Lee and if she does, she will need to resign as a member of 
the Stockbridge Board of Health. If and when this happens the remaining members of the Board 
will discuss a proposed replacement. 
 



 

 

5. Adjournment 
a. The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Kenny at 11:20 AM. 
Cc: Stockbridge Board of Health, Jim Wilusz, Town Administrator, Select Board 
 


