
 

 

MINUTES STOCKBRIDGE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

A meeting of the Stockbridge Parks and Recreation Commission was held on September 28, 
2020 at 5:30 PM using the Zoom Link below. Present were Steve Knopf, Nicole Fairaux, Nick 
Fredsall, Patrick White, Alison Dixon, Dennis Regan, and Marie Raferty. 
 
Zoom Meeting Link:  https://trms.ctsbtv.org/CablecastPublicSite/show/20892?channel=3 
 
Park Street Canoe launch: Alison Dixon: introduces Dennis Regan, Former Berkshire Director 
for HVA 
 
Dennis Regan gives some background on the design of the canoe launch on Park Street as well 
as some background as to why that site was chosen for the launch.  
 
Patrick White brings up a climate change grant that could help pay for future maintenance to the 
dock. Also he brings up the need to need ADA compliance and the dock may meet those 
requirements. We need to confirm with Dock Doctors. 
 
Nick Fredsall makes a statement to remove the dock all together, possible relocate it. He brings 
up the annual cost of putting the dock in and removing it as well as the cost repairs when 
something breaks, Nicole Fairaux says we should not throw in the towel yet. Suggests we do 
more research. There is concern that if the water levels drop to what they are now it could 
damage the dock and be a dangerous to boaters if it’s not taken out in time. Which would 
essentially mean that Parks and Recreation would have to monitor the water levels in the 
Housatonic so that we remove the dock before it breaks.  
 
Patrick White suggests that we talk to Michael Canales, and look into engineering fund through 
the town. Use maybe Foresight Land Engineering to see if steps are possible in that location. 
 
Overall, the Parks Committee agreed to further research options for the canoe dock that 
includes: relocation, recalibration for lower water levels and flooding, and an engineering study 
to advise on additional recommendations. 
 
Park Street Garden replanting:  Nicole wants to revisit the plan. Nicole will contact pilling and set 
up another meeting. The need for new playground equipment gets brought up as being a higher 
priority. Alison Dixon suggests we apply for CPA funding for new playground equipment.  
 
The committee is going to contact Hugh about rebuilding a sandbox at the Park Street park. 
 
Committee agrees that we need to put together a new proposal for future work to playgrounds 
and tennis courts. A 5-year capital spending plan and a proposal to the town for next years 
funding. 
 
Patrick White suggests we look into Shared Spaces grant to pay for replacing the picnic tables 
we took out this year. 
 
Kayak racks: Nick Fredsall suggests that we moving the kayak racks from the town beach to a 
new location on Lake Dr. Nicole Fairaux says she likes them and supports them. Marie Rafety 
brings up that that site would be unregulated and zebra mussel problem. We agree to do a site 
visit and discuss the topic later. 
 

https://trms.ctsbtv.org/CablecastPublicSite/show/20892?channel=3


 

 

Patrick White brings up a piece of town owned land behind his house on Hawthorne St. and 
Wheatleigh Dr. could be a new park with trails, especially in the winter.  
 
Closing the beach: The bathrooms have been closed up and winterized. The ropes and floating 
docks need to be removed from the current location and moved higher up or to the garage 
before the lake freezes. Boats need to be removed from the racks by November 1. 
 
Beach Parking lot project: Steve will follow up with Len from the Highway Dept. to see where we 
are in the approval process. 
 
The committee is going to look into picnic tables and chairs for the parks and beach. 
 
 


